
Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting 

Minutes for February 22, 2017 

The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting at 5:00 PM EST on Wednesday February 22, 2017, at 

the Dewey Building on the National Life Campus located at 1 National Life Drive Montpelier, 

VT 05620. 

Members of the Board: Kevin Lawrence (Chair), Theresa Elmer (Vice Chair), Dennis Mewes, 

Bill Pickens, Grant Spates, Craig Greene, Johanna Laggis, Justin Lindholm, Cheryl Frank 

Sullivan, Tim Biebel, Craig Nolan, and David Fielding. Absent from the meeting Pete Allard and 

Patrick Berry. 

Fish and Wildlife Staff: Louis Porter (Commissioner), Mary Diego (Executive Assistant), 

Catherine Gjessing (General Counsel), Jason Batchelder (Director of Law Enforcement) Dale 

Whitlock (Warden), Eric Palmer (Director of Fisheries), Pete Emerson (Fisheries Biologist), 

Bernie Pientka (Fisheries Biologist), Adam Miller (Director of Hatcheries) Steve Gomez 

(Business Director) Mark Scott (Wildlife Director) Tom Rogers (Outreach Specialists) David 

Sausville (Wildlife Biologist) Jake DeBow (Wildlife Technician) Josh Blouin (Wildlife 

Technician). 

Members of the Public in Attendance: Brenna Galdenzi, Berry Londeree, Paul Dunkling, 

Ed Gallo, Rodney Elmer, Rion Elmer, Gary Ward.   

   The Board meeting was called to order at 5:01PM, EST by Chairman Kevin Lawrence  

 

• Approval of January 18, 2017 meeting minutes:  

Grant Spates motioned to accept the meeting minutes from the January 18, 2017 board 

meeting. 

Tim Biebel seconded the motion to approve the January 18, 2017 

Vote: Unanimously voted to pass the minutes. Minutes passed.  

 

• Petition Recognition; extend the muzzleloader for five days and the following Monday after 

rifle season begin.  

 

• Fish Rule Amendments: Bernie Pientka walked the board through the amendments that the 

Department made to the fish proposal since the last meeting per the request of the Board. 

Bernie provided a handout containing all the changes. This handout is attached to the end of 

these minutes.  

Amendments to green packet that were voted on:  



• Proposal to amend 6.0 of 123 (List of Species Prohibited for sale and purchase) 

Removing the prohibition of sale and purchase of Black and White Crappie: Vote was 10 

in favor of amending 6.0 123 and 2 were opposed. Amendment passed 

• A yes vote would strike the red change in 123 5.2 Batten Kill River and a no would leave 

it as it is written in black and red. Vote: 8 opposed 4 in favor. Amendment does not pass.  

Gary Ward: Clyde River presentation about foul hooking fish and fair chase. Would like to 

propose that the board make it illegal for weights to be used on the Clyde River during the 

months of September and October to reduce the foul hooking that is currently taking place. 

*(snagging is now defined and made illegal in 123) 

Vote on Proposed Fish Rule: to accept the blue book as amended by the green packet as 

amended 

Bill Pickens motioned to accept the proposed fish rule changes 

Justin Lindholm seconded the motion. 

Vote: 11 in favor, 1 opposed. Proposed Fish Rule as amended passed.  

 

6:33 PM EST Adjourned for dinner break  

6:57 PM EST Reconvened from dinner.  

 

Fisheries director Eric Palmer addressed the board regarding baitfish regulations and gave a 

handout on what the department is looking at for a process to review the regulations going 

forward this year. There was discussion between the board and fisheries staff. The handout is 

attached at the end of these minutes. 

Eric offered to have the Department come back to the Board with several baitfish updates over 

the coming months.  Due to the Board’s busy schedule it was decided that the Board would 

prefer a comprehensive report in September for baitfish regulation updates and any proposed 

changes.  

Eric Announced the proposed fish hearing schedule dates:  

• Tuesday May 2, 2017 Newport 

• Wednesday May 3, 2017 Rutland 

• Thursday May 4, 2017 Montpelier 

• Tuesday May 9, 2017 St. Albans  

Mark Scott and David Sausville introduced the migratory waterfowl proposal. The Department 
would like the Board to consider the following: 

 



• Maintaining the historical approach for Wednesday and Saturday openings for the 2017 
duck season.  This year is scheduled to be a Wednesday opening. 
 

• The timing of the opening of the 2017 duck season.  This year the Wednesday opening 
dates could be either our preferred date of October 11, followed by October 4.  Any 
splits within seasons to create segments should be considered. 

 

• Continuing with September 1 versus Tuesday, September 5, 2017 (day after Labor Day) 
for the opening of the resident Canada goose season. 
 

• Increasing the black duck daily bag limit from one to two daily. 
 

• Holding the same liberal season allowed under the federal framework with the season 
lengths and daily bag limits.  The Board has the option to be more conservative. 
 

• Opening the migratory Canada goose season on October 10 or the same day as the duck 
season, if the duck season is opened after October 10. 

 

• Maintain current migratory webless season dates and bag limits. 
 

• Maintain Youth Waterfowl season as done last year. 

 

The board agreed with all proposed bulleted points. They will vote on these bulleted proposal 

points after the public waterfowl hearings of March 14,15 and16. Those hearings will be as 

follows:  

Tuesday, March 14 Waterfowl Public Hearing Whitehall, NY, 37 Skenesborough Dr., 

Whitehall 

Wednesday, March 15 Waterfowl Public Hearing Essex, Memorial Hall, 5 Tower 
Road, Essex, VT  

 

Thursday, March 16 Waterfowl Public Hearing Newport, Hebard State Office Building, 

CCV         conference room. 

Moose Proposal: Wildlife Director Mark Scott reviewed the 2016 moose hunting season and 

harvest data.   A copy of the 2016 moose hunting season harvest report was distributed.  He then 

presented the Department’s 2017 moose hunting seasons proposal  

Scott reviewed and responded to Craig Green’s questions sent out before the Board meeting.  

Discussion: Does the winter tick have other hosts than moose?  

Winter ticks evolved on deer and we find some on our deer at check stations.  But deer are good 

at sensing the tiny larvae and groom most of them off before they become much of a 

problem.  Winter ticks can get on most any mammal (elk, caribou, cattle, etc.,)  and as I recall 

New Hampshire has found some on feral pigs. 



 

Also, brainworm has become more of an issue with the warming weather, more deer on the 

landscape. Brainworm is a big concern in the lower part of the state as it has a warmer climate.  

Craig Nolan motioned to accept the moose proposal  

Justin Lindholm seconded the motion. 

Vote: 9 in favor, 3 opposed. Moose proposal passed. 

 

Special Moose Hunt Opportunity was established about 11 years ago by legislature. Mr. Gallo is 

here representing Hunters, Anglers, and Trappers (HAT), who has sponsored these hunts since 

their inception, to ask the board and the department for help, to improve the quality of the hunt 

for the kids. There are up to 6 people involved in one of these moose hunts. There is a true back 

up shooter as the child always will make the first shot if the opportunity presents itself. The 

group has put together a list of things that would help them provide the best experience possible 

for these terminally ill children. Mr. Gallo handed out the request for changes and a short 

synopsis for why they would like these changes.  

Proposed changes:  

1. All WMU’s would be open to those special opportunity hunts: board vote: unanimous in 

favor 

2. Assistance to carry a firearm for permittee – Department felt this falls in line with ADA, 

and provides accommodation for a disability- board supports 

3. Mr. Gallo withdrew as it is a statutory change 

4. If less than the maximum number of three special hunt opportunity permits are applied 

for, HAT would like to provide a child a permit who has hunted before but DID NOT 

successfully harvest a a moose – this rule change would allow the child another chance to 

utilize a permit that would otherwise not be used. This request would require a rule 

change.The Department would recommend to change this next year when it intends to 

open the rule again. It would require a full rule process.  

5. The hunt is all bulls in regular seasons. HAT would prefer either sex permits. Hat said 

that it is tough enough to get these kids a shot at a moose. Limiting the sex adds another 

layer of difficulty for no good reason. The 1-3 cows that might be taken in a given year 

would not be a biological impact on the moose herd.  The Department opposes this, 

however, the Department said that this would have almost no biological impact. 

Craig Green motioned to accept this, Grant Spates seconded the motion:  

vote is unanimously in favor of either sex permit for special moose hunts.  

Mary will set up a doodle poll for hearing dates so that the board can record their anticipated 

attendance accordingly. 

Public Comment Period: 9:29 PM EST 



Brenna Galdenzi asked when the dates are for the furbearer rule hearings:  

• Monday, April 3: Furbearer Rule Public Hearing Lyndonville, Lyndon State College, 

Burke Mountain Room (Conference Center) 

• Tuesday, April 4: Furbearer Rule Public Hearing Kehoe Conservation Camp, 636 Point 

of Pine Road, Castleton, VT 05735 

• Thursday, April 13: Furbearer Rule Public Hearing Saint Albans, Town Ed. Ctr., 1695 

Main St., St Albans, 05478 

Brenna Galdenzi: With regard to the moose, the public gets confused very easily. Sometimes 

there is some mixed messaging unintentional from the department about certain things. Like I 

heard Mark Scott say that when the population get below 50 moose in some WMUs you get 

concerned and stop hunting them in that WMU. Then I hear 20 minutes later that is not always 

the case. So I just think of be mindful of how you are crafting your messaging, because that’s 

what causes people to kind of get in an uproar and not understand and especially when it has to 

do with moose. And I urge you to keep in mind that not just hunters, but B&B owners that rely 

on people coming here to view moose, wildlife photographers, painters, people who like to hike 

and hope to catch a glimpse of a moose. I think that we should be considered as well. I just want 

to talk about the trapper mail survey that’s under your review right now and is moving along. I 

have heard the department reference, the trapper mail survey quick, easy, simple survey 

completed once a year. I guess my concern is that it shouldn’t be quick, easy, simple and filed 

out once a year. It is diminishing the importance of the survey. The trapper mail survey, is 

missing the town where the trapping is taking place, its missing nontargeted animals, its missing 

incidentally trapped animals, so if the department is really seeking to garner meaningful 

information from these surveys I think that would be a great time to try and make the surveys 

more robust. I mean just putting the town would be helpful. Also, the surveys are required annual 

right now, while wildlife rehabilitators must send monthly reports to the fish and wildlife 

department. They are all volunteers, they are licensed wildlife rehabbers and have animals in 

their care, tending to injured owls, eagles, bobcats. You know they have to submit monthly 

reports to the fish and wildlife department about the animals in their care. I am concerned about 

how can we expect anyone to remember what they did 6 months to a year ago. You know asking 

them where they set their traps, what they were targeting, how many animals did they trap. For 

trappers who use the internet would it not be more convenient to ask them to submit the data 

monthly. Maybe an incentive to collect the data monthly, you will probably be more likely to get 

more accurate information instead of asking people to remember what they did a year ago. 

Through the trapper mail surveys, I think that you are just setting yourself up for data that is 

incomplete. And lastly, I would like to see some type of certification statement on these surveys, 

asking trappers if the information that they are supplying is accurate and complete to the best of 

their knowledge. I have filled out lots of paperwork where certification is required and I am 

actually happy when that is required. I know it’s a trust issue and you have faith in trappers So I 

think having a certification on the survey would help with the accuracy and completion of the 

survey. If we are going to revisit the trapper mail surveys, if the department really wants to be 

able to rely on these surveys and make them meaningful now would be a great opportunity to 

make them more meaningful and there are lots of ways to do that.  



Clarification: the Department develops the survey but the board makes them mandatory through 

regulation. 

Rodney Elmer: Keith Gallant and I followed some moose this past spring. Right when the snow 

was breaking and we did come across one that we weren’t positive if it was a cow or a bull but it 

shed groups of ticks every time it fed. We followed it for three quarters of a mile and it never 

stopped bleeding. I can see where the moose needing to make that kind of blood on a steady 

basis all the time is really quite a thing for a moose to do. Found a number of moose went down 

a little bit. If the habitat has really been chewed and the moose needs to recover the best it 

possibly can, it has to struggle in not so good of habitat. Then when you add the lungworms, the 

liver flukes, the warm weather, predators probably as there are a relatively high in number 

everywhere. Moose calf production been cut nearly in half just by the conditions. Then just 

whatever ticks make their way to mom, those 80,000 ticks make their way on to junior. It is quite 

a thing for a moose calf to have to survive that, there’s no question. Mother nature is not able to 

rebound. Moose are strong animals and most of your cows if they are a couple years old, they are 

really good at rearing young, I have to give them credit. In some areas it might be best if we can 

save as may cows as possible, there’s no question. But I have to admit that the boys and I spent a 

solid six weeks deer hunting in all three states and the moose and calf numbers in Maine were 

really good. Nearly every cow had a calf, in the past we’ve seen 5 cows without calves hanging 

out together and that wasn’t the case this past year. The mild winter we had made a big 

difference in calf recoupment in Maine. We did see some calves in Vermont as well so we were 

pretty happy with that. The number of older bulls we have been seeing in the last 10-15 years, 

there is no question that there is fewer of them. But the bulls in general and the bull to cow ratio, 

as the department stated that is out there, was real close to that in all three states. I did go to NH 

and there was a period especially in Pittsburg when there was moose alley tourist and they really 

wanted to have a lot of moose close to the road so that people could see them. The habitat was 

really chewed off. It wasn’t anything to see a double browse line throughout the forest and 

everywhere you went. At the level at the snow depth and the level where the moose could reach 

was really hit hard. Especially in the soft woods, balsam fir in particular, was a big thing. I did 

speak with Walt Cottrell, said that there was no smoking gun when it came to moose; it was just 

like the perfect storm in a lot of ways. Hopefully we aren’t at the basement right now, and we 

probably can’t do a lot about it. It is nice to not paint a picture of everything not being so bad.  

Commissioners Update: First and most importantly, Justin and Grant it has been a pleasure, 

people on the board devote an incredible amount of time and number of miles. Thank you from 

the department and on behalf of the state. The Governor’s office is still compiling a list for new 

board member appointments. It is expected to have new members appointed by the middle of 

next month. With the change in administration they have a lot of new folks to find for various 

positions, boards and commissions. We appreciate your patience bearing with us, there are 

several good applicants.. Commissioner Porter would like to run an idea by the board, the 

department is contemplating doing the moose drawing a little different by doing some other 

demonstrations, and making it into something similar to a wildlife festival. There are a number 

of bills in legislature that may be of interest. There is a bill to add 6 non-consumptive members 

to the board and create another board to oversee the board. There is a bill to study coyote 



population, hunting and seasons. Designation of heritage trout waters bill that had a hearing 

today. It called for trout waters to be designated by the department under the direction of the 

legislator to be catch and release for brook trout only. We had a very good conversation with the 

fish and wildlife committee and Commissioner Porter thinks that we convinced them that the 

places where we allow take of fish are places where there is good natural reproduction, or there 

isn’t natural reproduction and there is stocking and that neither one of those is affected by take 

from anglers. High elevation native trout streams are not under a threat from anglers. We made a 

plan to come back to them with an outreach effort around native trout fisheries. There are now 

three bills dealing with Berlin pond in various ways. One dealing directly with giving Montpelier 

authority over its use. One designating any public drinking water to prohibit the use of motor 

boats on it. Third bill giving any municipality that draws water from a water body authority over 

the use of it even if it is not in their town but not boundary waters. Permanent license age change 

has passed the house at our recommendation/request they have changed the age to 66 and cost 

$60. Age 66 instead of 65 would allow us and the license agents to avoid having to go through a 

laborious and difficult process of refunding the people that this change affected this year. This 

will allow us to address most people’s concerns about it. The cost to the department annually due 

to this change will be about 100,000 dollars. Last, while we were here, Mark’s daughter scored 

the most goals in Spaulding High School history for Girls Hockey.  

 

Round Table:  

Grant Spates: He is sorry Pat Berry was not here, he’s trying to figure out who was in the picture 

(Holds up two pictures) I really researched Pat Berry out and he was in ghost busters…which is 

Dan Aykroid and which is Pat Berry? I loved him in ghost busters. We take what we do 

seriously, and any of you that know me I don’t take myself seriously. Louis thank you, he put 

him in touch with Ken Sturm at the Missisquoi Refugee. There are some culverts in Derby that 

are failing. Derby isn’t flush with money, the state isn’t flush with money, but the federal 

government does have a federal lands access program (FLAP) So with the assistance of that 

program we are going to do a bridge with a bike lane and fishing lane off the bridge. We also 

talked to them about the long-term plan at Eagle Point Wildlife Management Area, which is 400 

acres. The state had looked into putting a launch, so the feds would finance 80% that, and if the 

state can’t apply then let the town know and they will apply to FLAP. As far as the Board, don’t 

lose sight of APR, baitfish, testwaters- Seymore had been on forever. Something that I think 

would help board members, anything that I do in my job we use a gant chart. I have had fun with 

all of you and continue doing a great job. 

Justin: Birds Eye - consider it the best in the state 3,000 acres acquired by the department. He has 

shot deer two years in a row there recently. Great place, and very warm climate, one of the 

warmest spots in the state. It has hickory all the over the place, and acorns for the deer. Closed 

on the property in early January 3,000 acres. Largest purchase since Champion lands. It is 31/2 

miles long and 2 miles wide.  See very few people in there and we need to get more hunters in 

there. Another note, as far as working with everyone, you are all good people. I was hit hard 



sometimes having a different upbringing. I often bring up that perspective.  Appreciated working 

with all of you who put a lot of thought and feeling in what you do. Thank you. 

Craig: CalledEllen Reed concerned lyme disease and the ongoing problem it is. She was 

wondering why there was no mention in the regulation digest about it this year. I would like the 

board to think about an unfinished business line to our agenda so it doesn’t go away. Just a 

suggestion. Turkey seasons for May 2016 youth and regular season success, however WMU A is 

having issues. Consider looking into it and see if there is an issue. Maybe an issue of bag limits? 

He thinks there is a male turkey problem not a hen problem. Grant, Justin I am glad to have met 

you and worked with you. Thank you. 

Craig Nolan: Grant and Justin thank you and stay involved.  

Bill: What happens to license sales when the system goes down? There is no way to run a partial 

system at this time. 

Adjourned 9:54 PM EST 


